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See DeBoeuf ‘69, Page 3B

Father, son 
rebuild 

same 1969 
Ford truck

BY ROXIE MURPHY
REPUBLICAN STAFF WRITER

rmurphy@wardpub.com 

In the late 1980s, Charlie DeBoeuf was 
14-years-old, the youngest of 10 siblings, 
and upset that his brother, Matt, was getting 
a vehicle when he turned 16.

“My brother was a year-and-a-half older 
than me,” Charlie began, adding that Matt 
died three years ago. “I was talking to mom 
about him getting a vehicle and his driver’s 
license and she told me ‘build something.’ 
Go find a truck that I wanted and build it.”

BO DEBOEUF sits in his ‘69 F100 at the old Owensville Light and Power Building. PHOTO BY ROXIE MURPHY

L. Stewart Automotive, LLC
Larry & Janet Stewart ~ Owners

600 North 1st Street • Owensville, MO 65066 • 573-437-2437

Take advantage of our 
expertise – see us for 
computer diagnosis, 
regular maintenance 
on all foreign and 
domestic 
automobiles.

• Full Service Garage
• Front End Alignment • Tune Ups 
• Fuel Injectors Cleaned • AC Work

 • Oil Change • State Inspections

Allen Lowder: 573-437-6428
3639 Hwy. 19 South • Owensville, MO

Autobody Repair &    
  Collision Center

dent & bumper repair |
custom paint matching
| collision damage

All insurances accepted.

573-764-2886

~ Safety & Emissions Testing
~ General Automotive Repair 
~ Oil Changes & Brake Service
~ Mount/Balance Tires . . . and 
       we also Sell NEW Tires
~ U-Haul rental station
~ U-Haul boxes for sale
~ U-Haul hitches
      installed Local Pickup & Delivery Available

Gerald Auto CenterGerald Auto Center

We are a distributor 
for Truck Accessories & 

Classic Car Parts

Now Ship & Drop 
off UPS Packages 

here!

580 E. Fitzgerald Ave. (Hwy. 50) • Gerald, MO 65066
 James Benton, Mechanic                                               David Benton, Mechanic
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It just so happened that the DeBoeuf 
parents had purchased several vehicles from 
Fred Webber Automotive back in the 1980s 
to use for parts trucks.

“We purchased, I don’t know, 50-some 
old trucks from there and they got pulled 
down to the farm (down Canaan Road) and 
left out there,” Charlie said. “The farm was 
full of old vehicles.” 

Charlie headed down to the fields. 
“So I go find this truck, I like it — and 

this is where it’s funny,” he said. “I get a 
battery and an old stereo and that is the first 
thing I get working in it before it even has 
an engine. I put the radio and stuff in it so I 
could listen to it while I was working on it.”

The Fred Webber green 1969 Ford F100 
originally came with a six-cylinder auto-
matic. He and his brother Matt looked for 
a different motor.

“We looked around and found a 360 en-
gine, which is a V8, for it, and a four-speed 
transmission and put them together,” Charlie 
said. “Before I was even 16-years-old, I 
drove it around on Highway CC. We prob-
ably went through four sets of tires before 
I even got a license on it.”

The day he received his license, he went 
to Rolla and had an exhaust put on the truck.

“That day when I came into town, I 
came into Purina parking lot where we 
used to hang out down here,” Charlie said. 
“We started doing donuts, because it was 
all dirt and gravel back then, and seen red 
and blue lights and was like ‘what is that? 
That’s a cop!’”

The dust settled and Officer Harold 
Schmiedeskamp approached the car and 

asked Charlie what he was doing.
“He said, ‘son, you need to come sit with 

me in the car,’” Charlie recalls.
Charlie handed over his newly minted 

license and Schmiedeskamp said, “you 
just got your licenses today? What are you 
doin’?”

Charlie told the officer he was trying to 
show off for his buddies. Schmiedeskamp 

didn’t give him a ticket — that day.
“The time of drivin’ it, I got seven tickets 

in it,” Charlie said. “I almost lost my driver’s 
license. My first date with my wife was in 
that truck.”

“He asked me to marry him in that 
truck on lower park road,” Bo’s mom Kim 
DeBoeuf said.

As he got older, Charlie’s mom, Darlene 
DeBoeuf, would know when he was skip-
ping school, because Charlie would park 
the ‘69 at the free parking lot.

“Mom would go by and take all the spark 
plug wires off and steal the ignition switch, 
so I’d have a guy haul me down to the farm, 
get new spark plug wires, new distributor 
and new ignition switch, start it back up and 
take off with it,” Charlie said. “Mom really 
enjoyed it. She always liked that truck and 
liked riding around with me.”

When he finally parked the truck for 
good, it sat under a pine tree on the farm 
and every winter the tree would get icicles 
about (two feet) long.

“The top of the truck looked like it was 
beat up with hail, but what it was was those 
icicles,” he said. “Then mom passed away 
Christmas Eve 2011. I thought I would go 
ahead and fix it back up in remembrance.”

DeBoeuf ‘69 • from page 2B

Theresa Ditto, Agent
109 S 1st St, Owensville, MO 65066
Bus: (573) 437-3726
tditto@amfam.com

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. and Its Operating Companies 
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783

014813 – 5/18  ©2018 - 9854234

 Theresa Ditto, Agent 
 109 S 1st St 

 Owensville, MO 65066 
 Bus: (573) 437-3726 
 tditto@amfam.com   

Contact me today to learn more or get a quote.
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To pursue your dreams. 

At American Family Insurance, we know your car is 

more than four wheels that get you from point A 

to point B — it’s also freedom to pursue the things 

important to you. Which is why you’ll want to make 

sure you have the proper protection

Even if you take a couple of wrong turns.
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Ask us about 
ASC Auto 

Warranties for 
your car.

Greenview Motors
Stan Lowder
573-437-2284

3639 Hwy. 19 South
Owensville, MO

CLEANEST USED CARS AROUND

No Salvage Titles • Trade-ins Welcome
Select Used Cars, Trucks and Vans

2015 Chevy Equinox
Good Clean SUV

only 162,xxx Miles

$8,995

Financing for those with 

Financing for those with 

good credit, poor credit 

good credit, poor credit 

or bad credit!

or bad credit!**

See DeBoeuf ‘69, Page 4B

BO DEBOEUF sits in his ‘69 F100 two years before he was legal to drive.
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“We put that engine in there, 
but it being a small block in a 
really big engine bay, I didn’t 

like the looks of it.”

Faith Auto LLC

Owned by Charles DeBoeuf
573-437-7001

201 E. Harrison, Owensville, MO

d Complete automotive repair
d auto body repair/painting
d pre-owned Cars for sale

Collision Repair 
and More

Windshields 
Replaced If 

Needed

WINDSHIELD REPLACEMENT & CHIP REPAIR
Get your windshield 

repaired at no charge to 
you. Windshield Chip 

Repair is covered 100% 
by most insurances, with 

no deductible.

AUTO DETAILING
Everything from Hand Wash Job to 

Complete Auto Detailing

RENTAL CARS - DAILY OR WEEKLY

302 N. 1st St., Owensville  573-437-2240   

Since 
1981

Fill Your Tank 
With the Money You Save on auto insurance!

Call Today for a FREE Policy Review 
& Rate Quote. 573-437-2100

112 N. 7th • OweNsville, MO
ph 573.437.2100

email: brooney01@hotmail.com

The Insurance Center
Agents  Brian Rooney
and  Steve Havelka

In 2012, Charlie pulled the ‘69 Ford back 
out. His son, Bo, seemed interested in it. He 
was about the same age that Charlie was 
when he pulled it out of his parents’ field 
back in the 80s

“He started helping me work on it,” 
Charlie said. “I told him I was just gonna 
give it to him.”

When the ‘69 transferred ownership — to 
Bo DeBoeuf, it was still under restoration.

“The engine was so bad from him (Char-
lie) running it so hard, it was actually chained 
in the truck because he kept breaking the 
motor mounts,” Bo began.

They bought a parts truck off an auction 
to piece the ‘69 back together, starting with 
a 400 V8 Ford engine.

“As it got restored and painted, that engine 
was worn and had some issues, and didn’t 
run the best. So we took another parts truck, 
a ‘68 Ford with a 347 cubic inch stroker in 
it, originally a 302 cubic inch stripped out 
to a 347 cubic inch stroker.

“We put that engine in there, but it being 
a small block in a really big engine bay, I 
didn’t like the looks of it because it looked 
too small,” Bo began. “Then we had another 
old truck sitting outside that I tore the engine 
out of, which is a 460 cubic inch.”

Throughout his high school career, Bo 
continued to save up for parts or make trades 
for others until he could have engine work 
performed on the 460 at a shop in Cuba.

“I had it bored 30 (.030) over,” he said.
Having the block bored requires the use of 

machines to widen the cylinders and increase 
engine per-
formance. It 
changes the 
engine’s dis-
placement 
fo r  more 
torque or 
horsepower 
by increas-
ing the vol-
ume of the 
pistons.

“The engine block sat in here throughout 
high school, and as I saved up money for 
more parts, we built it and put the engine 
together,” he said. “The engine in it now 
(out of a 1986 vehicle) is a 466 cubic inch, 
which is a 460 engine bored .030 over. We 
had to notch the frame to fit the exhaust 
down in there because the engine is so big 
in the engine bay.”

The 466 engine has almost no miles on 
it now since Bo still has a few kinks to fix.

“I need to take the engine back apart be-

cause with the compression it has, I can’t run 
pump gas, it wants 1/10 (race car fuel),” Bo 
explained. “Probably pretty soon I am going 
to order different (cylinder) heads to where 
I can run — it was set up for a different style 
head, but then I got these for Christmas — 
they are an older style and take a lot more 

c o m p r e s -
sion.”

He said 
c h a n g i n g 
c y l i n d e r 
heads will 
allow him 
to use 95 
octane fuel, 
which will 
be less ex-

pensive.
“I have tried additives and it don’t help 

much,” he said.
The 1968 parts trucks also donated its 

bed to the ‘69.
“Because sitting underneath the pine tree, 

with all the pine needles it rusted the floor 
out of the bed,” Bo said.

He drove the truck on good weather days 
in high school before he graduated in 2017, 
and entered it in car shows in Owensville.

“The fuel mileage and everything is just 
not good with those heads,” Bo said, adding 

he didn’t take it out of town very much.
When the vehicle was first pulled into the 

shop, everything came off. Father and son 
repaired, repainted and reupholstered the 
entire truck, taking the Ford cue that “any 
customer can have a car painted any color 
that he wants so long as it is black.”

The black 1969 Ford F100, trimmed in 
chrome and perfected with clear coat reflects 
better than a mirror. With its 466 engine and 
race car fuel, it rumbles to life with each 
start. It is no wonder that Bo thought about 
asking his future wife to marry him near the 
same location as his parents engagement spot 
while sitting in the truck. However, history 
doesn’t always repeat itself.

“I took the Jeep instead, I didn’t get the 
truck out,” Bo said in the end. “I tapped 
something underneath the hood and then 
drove down to lower park and told her it was 
acting funny so she would meet me there. I 
said ‘man, somethings not right’ and popped 
the hood and handed Megan a flashlight and 
asked her to read the sign for me.”

After Megan finished reading the sign, 
she turned and he had a ring waiting for her 
in the toolbox. The couple are expected to 
tie the knot in May.

Kim added that the truck still holds rem-

DeBoeuf ‘69 • from page 3B

See DeBoeuf ‘69, Page 7B
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TRENARY SPRING SERVICE SPECIALS

Phone: 636-583-8000
 Hwy. 47 at Hwy. V
Union, MO 63084

www.JimTrenayrUnion.com  OF UNION, MO

$100
TIRE REBATE

$100 Mail-in Rebate on a set of four 
eligible tires from Bridgestone, 
Continental, Goodyear, Hankook, 
and Pirelli  

See dealer for details and rebate form

Expires 04/30/2021
Coupon Code: 301

FULL SYNTHETIC OIL 
CHANGE

Service includes up to 6 quarts of 
ACDelco dexos1® motor oil and oil filter, 
Tire Rotation & Multi-Point Vehicle in-
spection.. Diesels slightly higher. Taxes 
and disposal fees extra, if applicable. 
Present offer at time of service.

Expires 5/31/2021
Coupon Code: 202

$4995 $5995
FRONT-END
ALIGNMENT

Check steering, suspension and 
shocks. Set toe-in, chamber and 
caster (where applicable). Check tie-
rods and ball and more. See dealer for 
details. Tax extra.

Expires 07/13/2021
Coupon Code: 41

with every service as part 
of our loyalty program.

FREE CAR 
WASH

302 N. 1st St., Owensville  573-437-2240   

Bang Up Job? Don’t worry!!
We’ll set it straight without putting a big dent in your wallet.

• Auto Refinishing • Frame Straightening 
• Car-o-liner Unibody Repair System • Written Warranty

• Air Filtration Downdraft Spray/Bake Paint Booth
• Guaranteed Paint Colormatch • ASE Certified Technicians 

Serving the area since 1981

BO DEBOEUF works on the door panels of his ‘69 Ford truck in his fathers shop, Faith 
Automotive, in 2012 when he was 14-years-old. PHOTO SUBMITTED
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Call us today at 800-392-5302 or 
573-484-3344 

Mullins Auto Mullins Auto 
PartsParts

NOW SELLING 

AlternAtors ~ AC Compressors  power 
steering pumps ~ stArters  Coil pACks 

Blower motors ~ CV Axles ~ muCh more
For Almost Half the Price of remanufactured parts at other parts stores. 
Check out our inventory on engines and have us install it for a fraction of 
the cost of other shops. All of our parts have a 90 day warranty however 

we offer extended warranties at an additional low rate!

Bring This Ad in To receive 

10% off your next purchase of 
$100 or more!

(Coupon good for in stock items only. Limit one per person Expires 6/30/2021)

3191 HIghway 50 •  Beaufort, MO

LOW PRICESLOW PRICES
On Name Brand  TiresOn Name Brand  Tires
Special Offer:Special Offer:  

FREE AlignmentFREE Alignment
with set of four tires, mounted with set of four tires, mounted 
and balanced: a $59.97 valueand balanced: a $59.97 value

404 S. Hwy. 19 • Owensville • 573.437.6000

Look for the V.
It shows they know.™

WE FEATURE

Good thru April 30, 2021

FAR LEFT PHOTO SUBMITTED, OTHERS BY 
PHOTOS BY ROXIE MURPHY

BO DEBOEUF (right, photo far left) dis-
cusses the progress on his truck with his 
father, Charlie in the beginning of the trucks’ 
second restoration.



JIM KREUTZER, Owner

573-437-3636
573-308-5349 cell

We work on domestic & foreign 
vehicles, diesel & gas engines, and 
big trucks including road tractors

Drake 
automotive

2 MILES OUT OF DRAKE ON MORRE ROAD

OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 8 TO 6; SATURDAY 8 TO 1; SUNDAY BY APPT.
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Enhances & Protects New - Used Trucks 
OEM Paint Code Color Match Available 
Preferred Over Drop-In Plastic Liners

ALL-NEW, 
PREMIUM ROLL-
UP COVER WITH 

AN XTRA-LOW 
PROFILE

• Sprayed On Truck Liners
• Truxedo Lo Pro Tonneau Cover

COUPON

$25 of
f

Good thru April 30, 2021 • Limit 1 coupon. Cannot be combined with any other sale or discount.

RetraxPRO XR with Integrated Trax Rail System

The XR Series combines the PRO MX with 
the integrated Trax Rail System that allows for 
unique and personal customization above your 
tonneau cover. The RetraxPRO XR, our premium Aluminum 
Series cover, combines industrial strength aluminum construction 
with an incredibly resilient matte finish.

FIND THE BEST TRUCK ACCESSORIES AT ACCESSORIES UNLIMITED

nants of her and Chucky’s days together.
“Back when we were in school, we had parking stickers in the back window and the 

parking sticker that was Charlie’s is still in the back glass,” Kim said. “It used to be orange, 
but it has faded to white now.”

While neither father or son named the vehicle that became their first set of wheels, they 
both have that connection to its radio — after all, it was the first thing they got to work!

“Jackyl ‘Dirty Little Mind,’ I remember sitting in that truck listening to the cassette,” 
Bo said. “I also remember clearly when I was wet sanding the door panels for paint, on 
the radio played Johnny Cash ‘One Piece At a Time’ and I thought that was pretty cool 
‘cause I got it one piece at a time.”

When those pieces were put together, Charlie added a surprise for his son in the glove 
box, “To Bo From Dad Chucky D.”

DeBoeuf ‘69 • from page 4B

PHOTOS BY ROXIE MURPHY

BO DEBOEUF shows off the 466 cubic inch engine that now sets under the hood of his 
‘69 Ford truck. This is the fourth power plant to occupy this space in the trucks history. 
The glove box includes a signed note from his dad.
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Let us help you get the right
coverage at our best rate possible
and help you shrink your auto premium.

Call us today to find out
how our shield can
help protect you! 

1.
 

11-2017     Auto 3.3c

2.
 

Agent Name 
Agent Address 

Agent Phone No.
We’re your Shield.
We’re your Shelter.

SHRINK  Your Auto Premium

Agent Photo

We’re your Shield. We’re your Shelter.
ShelterInsurance.com                

Agent Name 
(Arkansas License #)
Agent Address
Agent City, State Zip
Agent Phone No.

AUTO • HOME • LIFE

®

SHRINK
Your Auto Premium

®
Shelter Insurance® would like to welcome 
Tonya Price as the newest member of the 
Shelter team in Owensville.

Call today for a free quote.

We’re your Shield. We’re your Shelter.
ShelterInsurance.com                AUTO • HOME • LIFE

Tonya Price 
1210 W Hwy 28, Ste B

Owensville, MO
573-437-2522

TPrice@Shelterinsurance.com

®

Introducing  .  .  .

Tonya Jacquin ~ 573 437-2522 
1210 W Hwy 28, Ste B  |  Owensville, MO 

(next to Orscheln’s)   email: TJacquin@Shelterinsurance.com

Let us help you get the right
coverage at our best rate possible
and help you shrink your auto premium.

Call us today to find out
how our shield can
help protect you! 

1.
 

11-2017     Auto 3.3c

2.
 

Agent Name 
Agent Address 

Agent Phone No.
We’re your Shield.
We’re your Shelter.

SHRINK  Your Auto Premium

Agent Photo

We’re your Shield. We’re your Shelter.
ShelterInsurance.com                

Agent Name 
(Arkansas License #)
Agent Address
Agent City, State Zip
Agent Phone No.

AUTO • HOME • LIFE

®

SHRINK
Your Auto Premium

®

614 Market Street • Hermann, MO 65041
573-486-3113
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Owning a car is a big responsibility. Drivers who plan to 
keep their vehicles for the long haul must emphasize mainte-
nance if they want to keep adding miles to their odometers. 
In fact, the automotive information site CarAdvice says 
that routine maintenance may be the most important thing 
drivers can do for their vehicles.

A vehicle needs consistent care if it is to run efficiently. 
Maintenance also reduces the risk of roadside breakdowns 
and costly repairs. Here’s a look at some of the benefits of 
staying on top of maintenance.

• Saves money: Even though maintenance costs money, 
sticking to a consistent maintenance schedule can save big 
bucks in the long run. For example, the cost of rotating and 
aligning tires is considerably less than repairing a car after 
a major blowout and paying for a tow and tire replacement.

• Improves performance and efficiency: Routine main-
tenance includes oil changes, filter changes and fluid top-
offs. Such tasks keep engines running smoothly. Ignoring 
this routine maintenance can put engines in jeopardy of 
breaking down and adversely affect vehicle performance, 
diminishing fuel economy and leading to a sluggish ride.

• Identifies safety issues: Routine inspections and work 
performed by reputable service stations help drivers stay 
abreast of recalls or issues that can affect the safety of the 
vehicle. 

• Maintains a maintenance record: When the time comes 

to sell the vehicle, having a log of routine maintenance indi-
cates to potential buyers that the vehicle was well cared for. 

• Keeps compliance: Vehicles covered under manu-
facturer’s warranties typically need to be maintained in 
adherence to factory-recommended maintenance schedules. 
This ensures that the vehicle is in compliance and will be 

covered in the event of a warranty claim.
Routine vehicle maintenance is important for a variety 

of reasons. Drivers can work with a trusted and reliable 
mechanic to develop a schedule that keeps their cars and 
trucks on the road.

The importance of routine vehicle maintenance 

BELLOIRBELLOIRBELLOIR
AUTO AUTO AUTO 

 

Roy BelloiR 573-437-7700

505 Henry Street • Owensville, MO 65066 • RABelloir@hotmail.com
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605 Raineri Circle • Owensville, MO 65066

Call for an appointment today 

AlsO stAte InspeCtIOns

MAnuAl. AutOMAtIC. CARs. BIg tRuCks. 
seRvICe. QuAlIty. RelIABIlIty. eCOnOMy.
 The next time you suspect transmission trouble, count 
on us. No matter what type of car you have, you’ll find 

our level of service is way above standard.

573-437-8470

We also can handle Front end suspension, Brakes 
and some  engine Work

…on Autos, Foreign 
Cars and Large Trucks!

Complete Power Train Service

Special TranSmiSSion 
Service and rear endS

Joseph and Teresa Skornia
DBA-Skornia’s Auto Repair

4E 6th Street
Gerald, MO 63037

(6th Street And South Main)
(573)764-4487

• Tune-Ups • Brakes • Tires 
• Batteries • Lube Jobs • Engine Work

• Suspension Work • Drive Line
• Computer Diagnostics • & more

Joseph

DOUGLAS N. KNEHANS
Agent

105 E. Peters
P.O. Box 95
Owensville, MO 65066
Office:  573-437-2101
Fax:  573-437-7765
Home:  573-437-3842

51
YEARS

REPRESENTING
STATE FARM
INSURANCE

INSURANCE COMPANIES, HOME OFFICES: BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS

Selecting a first car for a teenage son or daughter can be challenging. Newly licensed 
drivers probably want something sporty that also looks cool, while their parents no doubt 
want them behind the wheel of something sturdy, safe and reliable.  

According to the experts at Edmunds.com, an automotive research and advice group, 
involving teens in the process of selecting a car helps teach them responsibility and learn 
lessons about money that may help them make smart choices in the future.

• Manage expectations. Cars are generous gifts and not something teenagers have a 
right to. Teenagers may not realize the expenses involved in acquiring, running and insur-
ing a vehicle. Parents can explain all of these factors. Unless the teen has enough money 
to buy his or her own car, the final call is up to the parents on how much to spend and 
which vehicle to choose. 

• Note that bigger isn’t always better. Some parents think their teens will be safer in a 
truck or SUV. While large vehicles may fare slightly better in a crash, they can be more 
cumbersome to park and drive, especially for novices. A large vehicle may tempt teens 
to pile in friends for a Saturday night, but research indicates the risk of a crash increases 
with multiple teens in a car. 

• Choose safety over looks. Safety should be the top priority. According to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention, teen drivers between the ages of 16 and 19 are four 
times more likely to crash than older drivers. Choose a vehicle with a high safety rating 
over one that looks stylish or comes equipped with distracting bells and whistles.

• Pass down the family roadster. Teenagers may anticipate being handed the keys to 
a brand-new or previously owned vehicle off of a dealership lot. But giving him or her 
a set of keys to a car already in the driveway may be more practical. Everyone involved 
already knows the history, driving capabilities, safety statistics, and potential quirks of 
cars that have been in the family for years. It may not be flashy, but cars already in the 
driveway will get teenagers from point A to point B just as effectively as those currently 
sitting idle on the dealership lot.

Outfitting a new teen driver with a car requires careful research.

Top tips for buying teens 
their first cars

SAVE MONEY:
Call 573-437-2323 today to subscribe to the 

Republican for just 55¢ per week.
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In business for over 60 years
212 Hwy. 28E • Belle, MO

573.859.6324

• Tires for your car, truck or trailer
• Paintless Dent Removal
 Hail Damage ~ Door Dings
• Full Auto Glass Replacement
 and Chip Repairs
• Automotive Accessories
 Running Boards, Leveling Kits, 
 Lift Kits, Performance Upgrades
• Headliner Replacement
• Oil Changes
• Brake Service
• Towing/Rollback Service
• Check Engine Light Diagnosis

From Glass to 
Tires and more!

Certified repair llC

Complete auto Service:

Auto And diesel repAir

15 West 5th street, Gerald, Mo
shop: 573-764-5880
Cell: 573-259-8945

Steve kamper
Ase Certified

Including: AC Repair • Tune-Ups • Batteries 
• Brakes • State Inspections 

We know what’s up Under the Hood
maintenance 
brake service
 tune-ups 
 repairs 
 flush & fill

Dry fork steel 
& Supply, LLC

1360 Hwy. CC • Bland, MO

573-417-0511
www.dryforksteel.com

When the time comes to purchase a new 
vehicle, many drivers explore trading in their 
existing cars or trucks. Trade-ins can reduce 
the cost of buying new vehicles and save 
drivers the hassle of selling their vehicles 
on their own.

Motorists who think trading in is the best 
way to unload their current cars can take 
various steps to improve the trade-in value 
prior to visiting the dealership.

• Know the trade-in market. Some trade-
ins may be more valuable than others, even 
if the cars are relatively similar with regard 
to mileage. For example, preowned vehicle 
buyers typically prefer late model vehicles 
as opposed to cars that are older. This is 
even more apparent now that many car 
buyers want smartphone-friendly vehicles 
that afford them access to the apps and GPS 
systems on their phones. Drivers who want 
to get maximum value for their trade-ins may 
benefit by trading in a year or so earlier than 
they initially planned, as this will make their 
cars or trucks more attractive to prospective 
buyers, which should make it easier for 
dealerships to sell the vehicle.

• Address any issues. Dealerships will 

offer to tend to any repairs trade-ins may 
need, but that will come at a cost, which will 
be reflected in the trade-in value of the car. 
Vehicle owners should address any issues 
before taking their vehicles to the dealership. 
Fix any doors that stick or minor scratches 
on the vehicle’s exterior, remembering to 
have the car detailed, washed and waxed. 
Investigate if any major problems, such as 
engine troubles, are worth fixing on your 
own, or if you’re better off receiving less 
for your trade-in and letting the dealership 
address such issues.

• Keep maintenance records. Mainte-
nance records illustrating that the vehicle 
was taken care of can help owners get more 
for their trade-ins. Drivers who intend to 
trade the vehicle in to the same dealership 
where the vehicle was purchased should 
still keep their own maintenance records 
to eliminate potential problems as they 
negotiate the trade-in value of their vehicles.

• Shop around. Drivers who are not sat-
isfied with the trade-in value assigned by a 
specific dealership can shop around until 
they find better offers. Some dealerships 
may not offer much for a vehicle because 

they already have a similar car or truck sit-
ting on their lot, while others may jump at 
the chance to make their preowned inven-
tory more diverse. Exercise patience when 
shopping around to reduce any frustration 
that might develop during the negotiation 

process.
Various factors impact the trade-in value 

of cars and trucks. When purchasing new 
cars, vehicle owners can employ various 
strategies to get the most money for their 
current automobiles.

How to improve the value of your trade-in 
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• State Inspections
• Tune-Ups
• Brakes
• All Engine Work

• AC Service
• Oil Changes
• Computer 
 Diagnostics

Hours: Monday - Friday: 8 to 5 p.m.

573-437-7331
604 S. Walnut • Owensville, MO 65066

Major repairs to a vehicle can be expensive. When un-
anticipated repairs are necessary, drivers’ budgets can be 
thrown out of whack, potentially causing a domino effect 
that compromises their ability to pay their bills on time.

Whether your vehicle is brand new, a few years old or 
reaching milestones on its odometer with every mile driven, 
there are ways to care for the vehicle so you aren’t caught 
off guard by costly repairs down the road.

• Read your owner’s manual. A vehicle owner’s manual 
is a great resource that can help drivers keep their cars and 
trucks running strong for years. Every vehicle, whether it’s 
purchased brand new from a dealership or preowned from 
a preowned dealer or private citizen, should come with an 
owner’s manual. Don’t worry if you purchased a preowned 
vehicle from a private citizen who lost the manual, as many 
manufacturers have manuals available for free on their 
websites. Print manuals may cost some money. Drivers 
may be able to find their manuals elsewhere online on a 
site such as Justgivemethedamnmanual.com, which has 
thousands of manuals from various automakers available. 
Once you have the manual in hand or on your computer, 
visit the maintenance section to familiarize yourself with 
the manufacturer’s recommended maintenance guidelines. 
Adhering to those guidelines is a great way to keep your 
car running strong for years on end, and it might just save 
you from the hassle of sudden expensive repairs.

• Protect the engine. The engine is arguably the most 
expensive part of your vehicle to replace, so protecting 
it should be a priority. Routine oil changes and oil filter 
replacements is a great way to protect the engine. Manufacturer guidelines vary in regard 
to oil change and oil filter replacement intervals, but such recommendations can be found 
in your manual.

• Hone your DIY skills. Drivers also can save money on maintenance by doing some 
of their own minor vehicle repairs. YouTube is home to many DIY tutorials that can teach 
drivers how to change their own oil and replace the filters on their vehicles. Routine 
repairs are relatively easy, and many tutorials can walk you through them step-by-step. 
Depending on how much you drive, learning to do your own minor vehicle repairs may 
save you hundreds of dollars per year.

• Perform routine inspections. Older vehicles may or may not alert drivers via noises or 
leaks that they’re in need of repair. Routine inspections of hoses, brakes and tires, which 
should always be properly inflated, can let drivers know if their vehicles are experiencing 
problems before those problems grow and become something costly. 

Vehicle maintenance costs tend to be most expensive when drivers ignore routine 
maintenance or miss signs that their cars and trucks might be struggling. By adhering to 
manufacturer maintenance guidelines and paying attention to their vehicles, drivers can 
reduce the cost of keeping their cars on the road.

How to reduce vehicle maintenance costs

Coverdell Glass llc
Auto and Residential Glass and Mirrors

AJ Branstetter
502 S. Franklin (573) 885-4199
Cuba, MO 65453 Fax: (573) 885-4293

Email: coverdellautoglass@gmail.com



 — including ATV & Lawn/Garden!

116 E. PETERS AVE., • OWENSVILLE, MO  65066
573.437.TIRE (8473)

JOST TIRE CO., INC.

ALL TIRE PRICES INCLUDE MOUNTING AND COMPUTER BALANCING

See Jost Tire, your independent Tire 
Dealer, for any of the following brands…

66 years of doing it right…has 
made Jost Tire the Leader!

www.JostTire.com

Spring Tire SaleSpring Tire Sale

SPRING IS HERE, and so is our BIG DEAL!
Jump-start the season with up to a Cooper Tires Visa® Prepaid Card 
or Virtual Account when you buy a new set of four qualifying tires.*

Full Service Kendall Oil ChangeGET SOME MILEAGE OUT 
OF THE SEASON

Limited time offer. Some restrictions apply; see store for details.

       Kendall
GT-1

Engine Oil

          Kendall
Full Synthetic 

Dexos Oil

$$3838.95.95

$$5555.95.95

Hunter Hawkeye 
Elite Alignments

NOW DOING

Stop by today for a 
FREE Quick Check!

Alignments Starting at…$69.95

$70 REWARD
DISCOVERER® ENDURAMAX
DISCOVERER® AT3 FAMILY OF TIRES 
$50 REWARD
CS5 FAMILY OF TIRES 
DISCOVERER® SRX

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 1.833.237.5109 
OR GO TO US.COOPERTIRE.COM/PROMOTIONS

Good
3/18 – 4/12


